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Functional Conflict/Feminist Interactionist

Explanation of crime 
and criminal justice 

Crime emerges from the 
social order.

People experience “strain” 
when they are exposed 
to cultural goals but do 
not have the access or 
resources to achieve them.

Individuals are likely to 
make some new rules (or 
break the old ones) to attain 
these goals.

Society also controls 
criminal behavior through 
four elements: attachments, 
commitment, involvement, 
and beliefs.

Criminal justice decisions 
are discriminatory and 
designed to sanction 
offenders based on their 
minority or subordinate 
group membership (race, 
class, age, or gender).

Problems emerge when 
particular groups are 
disadvantaged more than 
others by the criminal 
justice system.

Interactionists examine the 
process that defines certain 
individuals and acts as 
criminal.

Interactionists also examine 
how criminal or deviant 
behavior is learned through 
association with others.

Questions asked about 
crime and criminal 
behavior

How/why are individuals 
denied access to resources 
to achieve their goals?

What social controls are in 
place to reduce criminal 
behavior?

How do our criminal justice 
policies reflect political, 
economic, and social 
interests?

Why/how are particular 
groups targeted as 
“criminals”?

How do women’s 
experiences as crime 
victims and offenders differ 
from men’s?

Is criminal behavior the 
result of being labeled a 
“criminal”?

Is criminal behavior 
learned?

How are our perceptions 
of criminals and victims 
socially created?

Table 13.3   Summary of sociological perspectives: Crime and criminal justice

SOURCES OF CRIME STATISTICS
We rely on three sources of data to estimate the nature and extent of crime in the 
United States. The primary source is annual data collected by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). Since 1930, the FBI has published the Uniform Crime Report 
(UCR), data supplied by 17,000 federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies. 
The UCR reports two categories of crimes: index crimes and nonindex crimes. Index 
crimes include murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, motor vehicle theft, arson, 
and larceny (theft of property worth $50 or more). All other crimes except traffic 
violations are categorized as nonindex crimes. The UCR provides law enforcement 
officers and agencies with useful data about serious rates across states, counties, and 
cities, as well as trend and longitudinal data since its inception. The second source of 
crime data emerged in 1982, when the FBI began to use the National Incident-Based 

Index crimes: Crimes 
including murder, rape, 
robbery, assault, burglary, 
motor vehicle theft, arson, 
and larceny


